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Craftiness is cooler than ever thanks 
to the proliferation of  social media. The 
biggest upside to the increased interest 
in DIY holiday décor, crafts and food 
preparation is cost savings. Whether a 
novice, expert or something in between, 
here’s how to create a festive home on 
a budget, so you can concentrate on the 
memories you’ll be making.

Double up
“I try to use things that do ‘double 

duty,’ which means I can either use them 
for two holidays or I can eat them when 
finished,” says Tracey McBride, the author 
of  the “Frugal Luxuries” series of  books 
published by Bantam. She decorates with 
glass bowls of  apples, nuts, berries or 
rosemary, then uses them in the kitchen 
later. Inexpensive white candles can be 
used any time, in any room - they’re 
timeless and make everything glowing.

Pick and choose
“Choose one room, or maybe the kitchen 

and one room, and choose one focal point 
to decorate and keep your collections 
together,” suggests Kelley Taylor, author 
of  holiday-décor mainstay “Holiday 
Decorating For Dummies”. “Focus on one 
table or area or a fireplace. Don’t spread 
Christmas around the room.”

Get crafty
“Take old ornaments, spray them 

a different color and sprinkle on some 
glitter while it’s still wet,” suggests 
Shelley Wolson, author of  “Budget 
Celebrations: The Hostess Guide to Year-
Round Entertaining on a Dime” (Filipacchi 
Publishing, 2009). She also cuts up the 
cardboard tubes from wrapping paper and 
covers them with fabric or paper to use as 
napkin rings.

Color your home
When purchasing artificial flowers, 

Taylor says it’s more economical to avoid 
poinsettias. “Look for the colors instead 

of  what the flowers are,” she says. Roses 
and amaryllis can be used for a variety of  
holidays throughout the year.

Save stuff to save cash
Think of  creative ways to use leftovers. 

“Say you buy a box of  candy canes and 
you don’t use them,” Wolson says. “Glue 
them around a coffee container or [other] 
container and you’ve got a really festive, 

cute way to hold flowers.”

Reap what you sew
Wolson has a friend who turned her 

daughter’s first-year Christmas dress into 
a stocking. “That way she was able to keep 
the dress and it was a really neat way to 
hold onto it,” Wolson says.

Make a list, check it twice
“Keep a list of  what’s leftover, what you 

can use for next year. Print it out and store 
it with the box of  ornaments,” Wolson 
says. “While you’re in the season and in 
the moment it’s good to think of  things you 
want to do next year.”

Head to the kitchen
Create an idyllic holiday setting with a 

classic gingerbread house.
And don’t stop at the house - think big. 

Trees, a village of  gingerbread families, 
a flurry of  snowflakes and a field of  
snowmen await you and your helpers.

10 Pinterest Worthy DIY 
Decorating Hacks for the Holidays

97 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush • 845-744-2300 
2551 Route 302 Middletown • 845-361-2220 • www.seekamplumber.com

LUMBER COMPANIES
MASON SUPPLIES 
HARDWOODS 
LUMBER • MILLWORK

ROCK SALT • WOOD PELLETS • ROOF RAKES 
SAND • CALCIUM • PET-FRIENDLY ICE MELT

ALL TYPES of 
INSULATION

FIBERGLASS • SPRAY FOAM
MINERAL WOOL • RIGID

STOVE PIPES AND FITTINGS 
- BLACK & GALVANIZED

$295/ton

We have all 
your cold 
weather needs

Premium Lignetics

Give the gift of Harley 

this year! 

833 UNION AVE 

NEW WINDSOR, NY 12553
845-564-5400

www.fasthog.com
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BY MATTHEW M. F. MILLER & ANNA SACHSE
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Few holiday decorations are as symbolic of  the season as 
the elegant Christmas tree. Lush, lovely and aromatic, it’s 
the focal point of  the most wonderful time of  the year, and 
not just because it’s the destination for scads of  wrapped 
gifts. 

“Real Christmas trees are symbolic of  this season of  
giving and sharing and family gatherings,” says Tom Dull, a 
Christmas tree grower from Thorntown, Ind., and president 
of  the National Christmas Tree Association (NCTA). 
“Nothing says Christmas better than the fresh scent, feel 
and texture of  a real Christmas tree.”

According to the National Gardening Association, the 
most popular variety of  tree is the Scotch pine. It’s upward-
curving branches, perfect for hanging ornaments, and 
resistance to dropping needles makes it holiday favorite. Also 
extremely popular is the Balsam fir, which is tall and slender 
with ½-inch-long needles, which makes this aromatic tree 
perfect for tighter space. Other popular choices include the 
Douglas fir (big and full with longer needles); the Fraser fir 
(perfectly shaped tree with dark green needles that appear 
silver underneath); and the Colorado blue spruce with it’s 

iconic bluish-gray hue.
“Whether you prefer to select a tree as a family at your 

local choose-and  cut Christmas tree farm, or choose from 
a variety of  trees at your retailer of  choice, the earlier 
the selection process begins the better chance you will 
have of  finding that perfect tree,” Dull says.

When it comes to decorating your fresh tree, start 
by considering an overall color scheme, says Michelle 
Workman, a Chattanooga, Tenn.-based interior 
designer who has composed spaces for celebrities 
like John Travolta and Jennifer Lopez.

For traditionalists, traditional colors like red, 
green, white, gold and silver never get old. For 
a bold effect, Workman suggests trying hues 
such as fuchsia, chartreuse and turquoise. 
It can also be fun to create a theme, such 
as an “enchanted forest” with amber 
lights, pinecone garland, mini gold balls, 
owl ornaments and faux birds nestled in 
branches, says Nicole Sforza, freelance 
writer and former senior editor for 
Real Simple magazine. Either way, 
always start tree-decorating with 
lights, followed by garland and then 

Everything you need to know to decorate the best Christmas tree ever

Oh, Perfect Tree!

Continued on page 4B

ALL UPRIGHTS
• Ultra Swivel Head

• Multi Level Suction Control

• Anti-tipping Device

• On-board Tools

• Great For Pet Hair

• 7 Year Warranty*

ALL CANISTERS
• Suction Control  • HEPA System
• On-board Tools   • 7 Year Warranty*

Hudson Valley
VACUUM OUTLET

23 Rt. 17K, Newburgh
845-569-1600

www.hvvacuum.com

Authorized Beam CV, 
Dyson, Electrolux, 

Eureka, Miele
SALES • SERVICE • SUPPLIES

* see dealer for details

WARM UP WITH

CIDER
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

Winter Hours
Thursday-Sunday, 11am-6pm

2241 Albany Post Road Walden, 
NY 12586 | 845-713-5180
tours@angryorchard.com

Winter Hours
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ornaments, Workman says. Keep real trees away from 
direct sunlight, air vents, heaters and fireplaces to prevent 
premature drying and accidental fires.

Tree
Before buying a tree, touch the branches. The needles 

should feel soft and supple, Sforza says. It’s also important 
that the overall color isn’t faded, the bark of  the outer 
twigs isn’t wrinkled and the exterior needles stay intact 
when the tree gets gently bounced. Fraser firs are one 
of  the most popular options, Sforza says. “They shed 
minimally and have a classic, conical shape and strong 
branches that won’t droop with heavy ornaments.”

Topper
Stars and angels are classic tree toppers. For something 

more unique, consider faux antlers or a thick satin ribbon 
tied in a bow, Sforza says. Think birds, too. Workman uses 
a colorful faux peacock to top off  her tree.

Lights
“When stringing lights, start at the bottom of  the tree 

and work up,” Sforza says. To make taking down the 
lights easier, she recommends dividing the tree into three 
vertical sections, and then running the lights through 
the interior and exterior of  the branches to add depth to 
the design. Consider using LED lights, which burn up to 
80-percent less energy and give off  less heat.

Garland
An average-sized tree (6 to 7 feet) will typically use 

60 feet of  garland, Sforza says. She suggests creating 
homemade garland out of  beads, faux pearls, knotted 

twine or rope, colorful buttons and satin ribbon. Keep the 
garland approximately half  an inch thick for an elegant 
look that won’t overwhelm the tree, Workman advises.

Ornaments
To give the tree depth, ornaments should be hung toward 

the inside of  the tree and on the branch ends, Workman 
says. Place them where they won’t touch the branch 
below. Keep from overcrowding by exercising restraint 
and occasionally stepping back to see the tree as a whole. 
Use ornaments that match the theme or color scheme, or 
personalize the tree with homemade decorations. Sforza 
likes to create ornaments using a glue gun and string to 
hang origami, family photos, baby shoes or old toys like 
Matchbox cars and wooden blocks.

Stand
An average-size tree requires a stand with a base of  

about 20 inches in diameter, Sforza says, and it should hold 
at least a gallon of  water. Only plain tap water is needed; 
do not add bleach, aspirin or fertilizer, which can actually 
reduce moisture retention and increase needle loss. Before 
securing the tree in its stand, cut one-half  inch off  the 
base. A fresh cut reopens the pores that take up water. 
Check the water level daily to ensure it stays above the 
tree’s base. “If  the tree looks dry, adding hot tap water to 
the stand can speed up intake,” Sforza says.

Floor décor
Embellish the base of  a tree (and catch wayward 

needles) by draping the floor with an array of  silk scarves 
in different patterns. Try luxurious velvet, silver organza 
or gold lamé fabric, Sforza suggests. Don’t forget that 
presents are the best Christmas tree accessory. “Wrap 
them in fun colors that coordinate with the tree and 
incorporate pretty satin ribbons and dangly bits to make 
them extra special,” Workman says.

Oh, Perfect Tree!
Continued from page 3B
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DAILY	
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More	
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2694 US-44, GARDINER, NY 
www.stonewaveyoga.com 

MOBILE VETERINARY 
SERVICES

Caring for all animals 
throughout Orange, Ulster, 

Sullivan and Dutchess Counties

www.catskillvetservices.com 
catskillvetserv@gmail.com

Joseph A. D’Abbraccio, DVM
Daniela Carbone, DVM

Megan Knoell, DVM

(845) 796-5919
230 Rock Hill Dr. • Rock Hill, NY

Medical & Surgical Services 
Small & Large Animal Services
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186-A Ward Street, Montgomery, NY

845-457-3348
ORANGETAX1971@GMAIL.COM

INDIVIDUAL • BUSINESS 
Accounting Federal

 & All States
DIRECT DEPOSIT 
ELECTRONIC FILING 

100 Ward St. Montgomery, NY
www.yogaonthewallkill.com

Our instructors are united in the desire to help you fi nd your path to 
be� er health, clear mind and a less stressful life - All Levels welcome. 

Gift certifi cates available.

TRY YOGA - FIRST CLASS FREE

Seven Freedoms
Music & Records

New/Vintage Vinyl Records
22 Railroad Ave • Montgomery

(845) 457-1463

OPEN Weekends 11 am - 5 pm       
www.SevenFreedoms.com

Holiday Ornament 
Village Tree 2017

EACH
(INCLUDES 
STAND)

or call Joan Buck Smith 845-457-3457

AVAILABLE AT 
Montgomery Village Hall 

Village Museum 

SPONSORED BY  H ISTORIC  MONTGOMERY ASSOCIAT ION
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LEMON MERINGUE

HOT CHOCOLATE
RENOVATION

HOLIDAY HACK

1 cup milk

chocolate bar

2 tsp. lemon 
zest 

whipped cream

MAPLE SEA SALT

1 cup milk

white chocolate 
bar

2 Tbs. maple 
syrup 

pinch of sea salt

COOKIES & CREAM

1 cup milk

whipped cream

1 pkg. hot 
cocoa mix

2 cookies, 
crushed

FLUFFERNUTTER

1 cup chocolate 
milk

2 Tbs. peanut 
butter  

marshmallow 
fluff 

1 Tbs. graham 
cracker crumbs

LEMON MERINGUE

HOT CHOCOLATE
RENOVATION

HOLIDAY HACK

1 cup milk

chocolate bar

2 tsp. lemon 
zest 

whipped cream

MAPLE SEA SALT

1 cup milk

white chocolate 
bar

2 Tbs. maple 
syrup 

pinch of sea salt

COOKIES & CREAM

1 cup milk

whipped cream

1 pkg. hot 
cocoa mix

2 cookies, 
crushed

FLUFFERNUTTER

1 cup chocolate 
milk

2 Tbs. peanut 
butter  

marshmallow 
fluff 

1 Tbs. graham 
cracker crumbs

Hot  chocolate 
REMIX
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Mon.-Sat. 8-5; Sun 10-4 • 564-2744

Ornaments
Buy 3-Get 4th

FREE

20-40% OFF
in our Gift Shop

• Wreaths & Roping
• Nativity Sets
• Indoor/Outdoor Decor
• Tree Skirts & Stockings
•  Beacon D’Lites Soy 

Candles
• Elves & Stuffed Animals
•  Angels and Religious 

Statuary
• Blow Ups
• Artifi cial Trees

• Refreshments • 
Saturday & Sunday noon-4pm

Our Famous Fresh Canadian 
Frazer Fir Trees are here!

Is your man hard to buy for?
Let Joe’s Small Engine Help!

We have a large selection of Husqvarna Handheld
Equipment (Chainsaws, Pole Trimmers, Leaf
Blowers) and Accessories so you can select the
perfect gift for him this holiday season!

Gift Certificates
Available

JOE’S SMALL ENGINE of PINE BUSH 
4 Railroad Ave. • Pine Bush, NY 
Servicing all your power equipment needs since 1988!

(845) 744-3720 JoesSmallEngineofPineBush.com

Home for the holidays
Christmas carols and festive songs help make the holidays complete by setting 

the mood for the festivities to come. Songs resonate differently with people during 
the holiday season. Those who might be missing home or plan on visiting friends 
and relatives who live far away during the holiday season often find the words 
to “(There’s No Place Like) Home for the Holidays,” are an accurate portrayal of  
the sentiments of  holiday traveling. Composed by Robert Allen, with lyrics by Al 
Stillman, “(There’s No Place Like) Home for the Holidays” was published in 1954. 
The best-known recordings of  the song are by Perry Como, who recorded it twice 
- once in 1954 and then again in 1959 with a different musical arrangement. The 
first version reached #8 on the Billboard magazine chart in the United States. The 
Carpenters recorded another popular version of  the song for their 1984 album, “An 
Old-Fashioned Christmas.” Nora Jones and Cyndi Lauper also recorded a duet 
version of  the song in 2011.

LAGRANGEVILLE BROKERAGE  |  1325 ROUTE 55 | LAGRANGEVILLE, NY
HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM

2017

WINNER
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STOCKING STUFFERS
for everyone on your list

PINE BUSH TRUE VALUE
2412 Route 52, Pine Bush • 845-744-3736 

Open: Mon-Fri: 7:30am-9pm, Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun: 9am-5pm

Complete your holiday shopping 
with a whole sleighful of items 

sized for stuffing!

76 Boniface Drive, Pine Bush
845-744-8079 • jacacupuncture.com

Where Change Begins

JAC
Acupuncture

LARGEST 
Liquor Store in 
Pine Bush area!

Celebrations start here.

 2412 RT. 52, Pine Bush  |  845-744-3187  |  Mon-Sat 9-9

Wine Tastings every Friday 4-7pm
845-744-2963

Corner Rt. 52 & 302, 112 Main St., Pine Bush 
open 7 days • heartsnfl owersfl orist.com

Celebrating our 31 st year
20% 
OFF

Present this 
coupon and 

receive

your total gift 
shop purchase 
until 12/19/17

Our thank you 
for shopping 

local!
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Welcome to 
the Holidays

9B

Ariens
2 stage 24” Deluxe 254cc             $999
2 stage 28” Deluxe SHO 306cc     $1,199
2 stage 28” Pro Hydro 420cc        $2,599

Prices and availibility subject to change. Quantities Limited. Taxes extra. Expires December 15, 2017.

Toro
2 stage 8240E
24” 252cc, compact $799
1028 HD OHXE
2 stage
28” 302cc  $1,799

By Erik J. Martin
CTW Features

In December, many homeowners focus 
on decking the halls, trimming the tree 
and hanging stockings by the chimney 
with care. But not enough emphasis is 
put on the pathway and portal to all this 
indoor holiday cheer, some experts say.

The solution? From the first day of  
Christmas onward, focus on making a 
great first impression via your front porch, 
door and entryway – with no partridge in a 
pear tree required.

“The front area is one of  the most high-
traffic, highly visible areas of  your home. 
It’s where you really have a chance to 
impress,” says Glenn Bridges, manager of  

Christmas Décor in Northport, Ala. “Plus, 
if  you’re a person who enjoys spreading 
Christmas spirit, it can really make an 
impact in welcoming people to your home 
during the holiday season.”

Missy Henriksen, vice president 
of  public affairs for the Herndon, Va.-
headquartered National Association of  
Landscape Professionals, agrees.

“A beautifully decorated entryway 
will make a lasting first impression 
for your holiday guests and should not 
be overlooked as part of  your holiday 
decorating,” Henriksen says.

Regardless of  the climate or region, 
festively festooning your home’s front 
should be front-and-center priority in 
December.

“In an attempt to bring a white Christmas 
to sunny southern California, we drape 
our front porch and bushes with snow-
colored garland and hang icicle lights from 
the gutter and windowpanes,” says Megan 
Zavala, Burbank, Calif., a homeowner who 

spends at least $100 every holiday season 
to decorate her home’s portal. “Our guests 
love it – they say they feel as if  they’re 
going to a party at the North Pole.”

Expert tips for adding yuletide cheer
 to your home’s entrance.

Continued on page 11 B
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Thruway Ace Hardware

78 Oak St., Walden, NY 12586

845-778-6634

Store Hours:

Monday–Saturday 8:00 a.m.–8:00 p.m.

Sunday 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m.

GREAT THINGS ARE IN STORE!

SAME GREAT PEOPLE, NOW ACE!

closeout items throughout 
the store as we convert 

from True Value to

Ace Hardware!

33_14965_1117

50
%

off

14965_16758_NowAce_Eml.indd   1 11/20/17   2:17 PM

We are an Early 
Learning Center catering 

to the development of 
young children

ART, SPANISH, MUSIC 
TIME FOR TWOS 

PROGRAM
Featuring 

Kindergarten-First 
Grade Curriculums

Come aboard and join our growing 
crew and School Time family!

“Best decision I could have ever 
made for our family” 
- quote from a parent

NYS Certifi ed Teachers  • Small Class sizes

Contact us for more info

469 Coldenham Road  845-567-9548 
(1/8 mile off Rt. 17K in Coldenham ) 

 and 70 Scofi eld Street  845-778-1362
Email: schooltime95@aol.com

Universal Pre-K provider for the Valley Central School District
Servicing the community for 13 years • Ellen Prager & Cathy Olsen

OFFERING HALF & FULL DAY CLASSES 
FOR CHILDREN AGES 3-6

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE available for preschool and 
school-age children. Busing available to and from VCSD school.

NYS CORE CURRICULUM Smartboard Technology! 

· Use a cookie mix. Who says you have to toil and make cook-
ies from scratch? It’s the thought that counts, and any number 
of creative recipes can begin by utilizing a premade baking mix. 
These mixes already have most of the dry cookie ingredients sifted 
together, including flour, baking soda, baking powder, salt, and 

sugar. All you have to do is add the wet ingredients and any extra 
embellishments to make the mix your own. If mixes are too much 
work, purchase refrigerated or frozen cookie dough. Include your 
own add-ins, such as nuts, white chocolate chips, bits of dried fruit, 
or crumbled candy canes, to give the premade dough a unique 
flavor.

· Prepare ahead. Many cookie dough recipes can be made and 
stored for later use. In fact, refrigerating a log of cookie dough can 

make it easier to cut or handle later 
on. Spread out the bulk of your bak-
ing over two days and you might 
feel less taxed.

· Try a no-bake recipe. Creative 
culinary experts continually reveal 
their clever tricks, and many of 
these include no-bake versions of 
favorite desserts. No bake cook-
ies come together in a matter of 
minutes, but still employ a host of 
delicious ingredients. Recipes fre-
quently feature similar ingredients to traditional cookies, but rely 
on chocolate, honey or peanut butter as the setting agent to keep 
them together. Bakers may also like not having to turn on their 
ovens.

Quick cookie ideas
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At minimum, devote attention to your 
door by hanging a wreath, sign or other 
holiday décor there.

“Make sure the colors you choose 
complement the door and the other colors 
of  your home. Look for a wreath or swag 
that is not too small or big for the door,” 
says Kristen Gasior, chief  marketing 
officer for Balsam Hill, the Redwood City, 
Calif.-based makers of  artificial Christmas 
trees, who says quality wreaths vary in 
price from $70 to over $200.

To amp up the Yuletide spirit further, 
spread the garland along with the good 
cheer.

“I’m a big fan of  sweeping garland on 
banisters and railings and over arches and 
doors, especially garland with pinecones, 
sprigs of  holly or ribbons woven in. If  
you’re looking for the real thing, choose 
fresh cedar bough garland where you buy 
real Christmas trees,” says Bridges, noting 
that the bona fide stuff  costs $50 and up for 
enough material to drape around a door. 

For maximum effect that resonates from 
a distance, electric adornments in the form 
of  string, net, icicle, dewdrop and projector 
lights can add illumination and warmth 
to your porch, door and surrounding real 
estate.

“Whether you’re going for a multi-
colored Griswold family Christmas 
vacation look or something more subdued 
and classic, it’s better to invest in higher-
quality LED lights that are more energy 
efficient and durable,” Bridges says. 
“Try to use lighting clips, which make 
installation easy and are designed to work 
without damaging your home’s trim. And 
remember not to create runs more than 
three strings long or to plug in strings of  
mismatched strength rated for different 
amps, which can be unsafe and short-
circuit your whole display.”

Plan to spend anywhere from $50 to over 
$300 for effective holiday lights you hang 
yourself.

Also, “plan out what you’d like your 
holiday lights display to look like before 
you hop on a ladder,” which can save time 

and prevent accidents, Bridges says.
For festive front door framing, consider 

adding a small decorative pre-cut evergreen 
tree, like a Frasier fir or Norwegian spruce 
in a planter, to each side of  your door, 
“which sets the mood for your holiday 
festivities,” says Henriksen, noting that a 
pair can cost upwards of  $100. 

Additionally, “play up your hibernating 
window boxes and planters with extra 
flair by filling them with greenery 
like amaranthus, magnolia leaves, 
juniper, cedar, boxwood and holly and 
by incorporating ribbon and bright-
red accents around them,” suggests 
Henriksen, who estimates this project to 
cost upwards of  $50. “You can even borrow 
from elements of  your own landscaping 
greenery.”

If  you’re on a tight budget, consider a 
simple bit of  DIY decorating.

“It’s easy to save money on decorations 
by making them yourself  and by stocking 
up on supplies throughout the year,” Zavala 
says. “Buy inexpensive red ribbon at a 
local store and tie it into bows around your 

railings, posts, wreathes and lampposts.”
Think outside the box, and outside the 

ice skating rink, too.
“Consider reviving an old pair of  skates 

by making them the basis of  an outdoor 
planter or hanging them from your home’s 
light post. Custom décor can provide 
warmth and offer visitors a glimpse into 
your hobbies and interests,” Henriksen 
says.

Be careful not to overdo these merry 
matters, however.

“Avoid adding too many elements 
to your front entry, which should be 
warm and inviting and not cluttered or 
claustrophobic,” Gasior advises.

© CTW Features

Welcome to the holidays
adding yuletide cheer to your home’s entrance

Continued from page 5B

Discover the power of  
family music-making.

Gardiner · New Paltz · Poughkeepsie
MHMusicTogether.com 

(845) 255-6415

Save $10 with code Bells18
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FREE
Coloring Book  
& Candy Cane 
for Each Child

Refreshment 
Stand

Seasonal Opening Nov 25

PINE BUSH
HOME & GARDEN, INC.

105 Depot st., pine bush
open 7 days • 845.744.2011

treesChristmas
• Live Wreaths • Door Swags  • Poinsettias •

INC.

• Live Wreaths • Door Swags  • Poinsettias •


