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10 Pinterest Worthy DIY
Decorating Hacks for the Holldays

BY JESSICA ABELSCROFT
CTW Features

Craftiness is cooler than ever thanks
to the proliferation of social media. The
biggest upside to the increased interest
in DIY holiday décor, crafts and food
preparation is cost savings. Whether a
novice, expert or something in between,
here’s how to create a festive home on
a budget, so you can concentrate on the
memories you’ll be making.

Double up

“I try to use things that do ‘double
duty,” which means I can either use them
for two holidays or I can eat them when
finished,” says Tracey McBride, the author
of the “Frugal Luxuries” series of books
published by Bantam. She decorates with
glass bowls of apples, nuts, berries or
rosemary, then uses them in the Kitchen
later. Inexpensive white candles can be
used any time, in any room - they’re
timeless and make everything glowing.

Pick and choose

“Choose one room, or maybe the kitchen
and one room, and choose one focal point
to decorate and keep your collections
together,” suggests Kelley Taylor, author
of holiday-décor mainstay ‘“Holiday
Decorating For Dummies”. “Focus on one
table or area or a fireplace. Don’t spread
Christmas around the room.”

Get crafty

“Take old ornaments, spray them
a different color and sprinkle on some
glitter while it’s still wet,” suggests
Shelley Wolson, author of “Budget
Celebrations: The Hostess Guide to Year-
Round Entertaining on a Dime” (Filipacchi
Publishing, 2009). She also cuts up the
cardboard tubes from wrapping paper and
covers them with fabric or paper to use as
napkin rings.

Color your home

When purchasing artificial flowers,
Taylor says it’s more economical to avoid
poinsettias. “Look for the colors instead
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of what the flowers are,” she says. Roses
and amaryllis can be used for a variety of
holidays throughout the year.

Save stuff to save cash

Think of creative ways to use leftovers.
“Say you buy a box of candy canes and
you don’t use them,” Wolson says. “Glue
them around a coffee container or [other]
container and you’ve got a really festive,

www.fasthog.com

MORONEY’S
833 UNION AVE

NEW WINDSOR, NY 12553
845-564-5400

[HARLEY-DAVIDSON]

cute way to hold flowers.”

Reap what you sew

Wolson has a friend who turned her
daughter’s first-year Christmas dress into
a stocking. “That way she was able to keep
the dress and it was a really neat way to
hold onto it,” Wolson says.

Make a list, check it twice
“Keep a list of what’s leftover, what you
can use for next year. Print it out and store
it with the box of ornaments,” Wolson
says. “While you’re in the season and in
the moment it’s good to think of things you
want to do next year.”

Head to the kitchen

Create an idyllic holiday setting with a
classic gingerbread house.

And don’t stop at the house - think big.
Trees, a village of gingerbread families,
a flurry of snowflakes and a field of
snowmen await you and your helpers.

GIVE THE GII-'T OF Hl—ﬁ!LEY
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Oh, Perfect Tree!

Everything you need to know to decorate the best Christmas tree ever

BY MATTHEW M. F. MILLER & ANNA SACHSE
CTW Features

Few holiday decorations are as symbolic of the season as
the elegant Christmas tree. Lush, lovely and aromatic, it’s
the focal point of the most wonderful time of the year, and
not just because it’s the destination for scads of wrapped
gifts.

“Real Christmas trees are symbolic of this season of
giving and sharing and family gatherings,” says Tom Dull, a
Christmas tree grower from Thorntown, Ind., and president
of the National Christmas Tree Association (NCTA).
“Nothing says Christmas better than the fresh scent, feel
and texture of a real Christmas tree.”

According to the National Gardening Association, the
most popular variety of tree is the Scotch pine. It’s upward-
curving branches, perfect for hanging ornaments, and
resistance to dropping needles makes it holiday favorite. Also
extremely popular is the Balsam fir, which is tall and slender
with %-inch-long needles, which makes this aromatic tree
perfect for tighter space. Other popular choices include the
Douglas fir (big and full with longer needles); the Fraser fir
(perfectly shaped tree with dark green needles that appear
silver underneath); and the Colorado blue spruce with it’s

ALL UPRIGHTS

e Ultra Swivel Head

* Multi Level Suction Control
* Anti-tipping Device

* On-board Tools

* Great For Pet Hair

* 7 Year Warranty*
* see dealer for details
7= N

HOP
SSMALL

NS

ALL CANISTERS

* Suction Control ¢ HEPA System
* On-board Tools e 7 Year Warranty*

Hudson Valley
VACUUM OUTLET

I

CHRISTMAS SALE

DECEMBER 13" THRU DEC 30™

Authorized Beam CV,
Dyson, Electrolux,
Eureka, Miele

%~ SALES ® SERVICE ¢ SUPPLIES

23 Ri. 17K, Newburgh
845-569-1600

www.hvvacuum.com

iconic bluish-gray hue.

“Whether you prefer to select a tree as a family at your
local choose-and cut Christmas tree farm, or choose from
a variety of trees at your retailer of choice, the earlier 2%
the selection process begins the better chance you will
have of finding that perfect tree,” Dull says.

When it comes to decorating your fresh tree, start
by considering an overall color scheme, says Michelle
Workman, a Chattanooga, Tenn.-based interior
designer who has composed spaces for celebrities
like John Travolta and Jennifer Lopez.

For traditionalists, traditional colors like red,
green, white, gold and silver never get old. For
a bold effect, Workman suggests trying hues
such as fuchsia, chartreuse and turquoise.
It can also be fun to create a theme, such
as an “enchanted forest” with amber
lights, pinecone garland, mini gold balls,
owl ornaments and faux birds nestled in =
branches, says Nicole Sforza, freelance
writer and former senior editor for -
Real Simple magazine. Either way,
always start tree-decorating with
lights, followed by garland and then

Continued on page 4B
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Oh, Perfect Tree!

Continued from page 3B

ornaments, Workman says. Keep real trees away from
direct sunlight, air vents, heaters and fireplaces to prevent
premature drying and accidental fires.
Tree

Before buying a tree, touch the branches. The needles
should feel soft and supple, Sforza says. It’s also important
that the overall color isn’t faded, the bark of the outer
twigs isn’t wrinkled and the exterior needles stay intact
when the tree gets gently bounced. Fraser firs are one
of the most popular options, Sforza says. “They shed
minimally and have a classic, conical shape and strong
branches that won’t droop with heavy ornaments.”

Topper

Stars and angels are classic tree toppers. For something
more unique, consider faux antlers or a thick satin ribbon
tied in a bow, Sforza says. Think birds, too. Workman uses
a colorful faux peacock to top off her tree.

Lights

“When stringing lights, start at the bottom of the tree
and work up,” Sforza says. To make taking down the
lights easier, she recommends dividing the tree into three
vertical sections, and then running the lights through
the interior and exterior of the branches to add depth to
the design. Consider using LED lights, which burn up to
80-percent less energy and give off less heat.

Garland
An average-sized tree (6 to 7 feet) will typically use

60 feet of garland, Sforza says. She suggests creating
homemade garland out of beads, faux pearls, knotted

twine or rope, colorful buttons and satin ribbon. Keep the
garland approximately half an inch thick for an elegant
look that won’t overwhelm the tree, Workman advises.
Ornaments

To give the tree depth, ornaments should be hung toward
the inside of the tree and on the branch ends, Workman
says. Place them where they won’t touch the branch
below. Keep from overcrowding by exercising restraint
and occasionally stepping back to see the tree as a whole.
Use ornaments that match the theme or color scheme, or
personalize the tree with homemade decorations. Sforza
likes to create ornaments using a glue gun and string to
hang origami, family photos, baby shoes or old toys like
Matchbox cars and wooden blocks.

Stand

An average-size tree requires a stand with a base of
about 20 inches in diameter, Sforza says, and it should hold
at least a gallon of water. Only plain tap water is needed;
do not add bleach, aspirin or fertilizer, which can actually
reduce moisture retention and increase needle loss. Before
securing the tree in its stand, cut one-half inch off the
base. A fresh cut reopens the pores that take up water.
Check the water level daily to ensure it stays above the
tree’s base. “If the tree looks dry, adding hot tap water to
the stand can speed up intake,” Sforza says.

Floor décor

Embellish the base of a tree (and catch wayward
needles) by draping the floor with an array of silk scarves
in different patterns. Try luxurious velvet, silver organza
or gold lamé fabric, Sforza suggests. Don’t forget that
presents are the best Christmas tree accessory. “Wrap
them in fun colors that coordinate with the tree and
incorporate pretty satin ribbons and dangly bits to make
them extra special,” Workman says.
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MOBILE VETERINARY
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Caring for all animals
throughout Orange, Ulster,
Sullivan and Dutchess Counties
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" Home for the holidays

Christmas carols and festive songs help make the holidays complete by setting
the mood for the festivities to come. Songs resonate differently with people during
the holiday season. Those who might be missing home or plan on visiting friends
and relatives who live far away during the holiday season often find the words
to “(There’s No Place Like) Home for the Holidays,” are an accurate portrayal of
the sentiments of holiday traveling. Composed by Robert Allen, with lyrics by Al
Stillman, “(There’s No Place Like) Home for the Holidays” was published in 1954.
The best-known recordings of the song are by Perry Como, who recorded it twice
- once in 1954 and then again in 1959 with a different musical arrangement. The
first version reached #8 on the Billboard magazine chart in the United States. The
Carpenters recorded another popular version of the song for their 1984 album, “An
Old-Fashioned Christmas.” Nora Jones and Cyndi Lauper also recorded a duet
version of the song in 2011.
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CHINESE RESTAURANT
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Welcome to
the Holidays

Expert tips for adding yuletide cheer
to your home's entrance.

By Erik J. Martin
CTW Features

In December, many homeowners focus
on decking the halls, trimming the tree
and hanging stockings by the chimney
with care. But not enough emphasis is
put on the pathway and portal to all this
indoor holiday cheer, some experts say.

The solution? From the first day of
Christmas onward, focus on making a
great first impression via your front porch,
door and entryway — with no partridge in a
pear tree required.

“The front area is one of the most high-
traffic, highly visible areas of your home.
It’s where you really have a chance to
impress,” says Glenn Bridges, manager of

EMPIRE .%../

Don’t be left out in the cold... Call us, to keep you warm!

e

i B -
845) 691-2662

Christmas Décor in Northport, Ala. “Plus,
if you're a person who enjoys spreading
Christmas spirit, it can really make an
impact in welcoming people to your home
during the holiday season.”

Missy Henriksen, vice president
of public affairs for the Herndon, Va.-
headquartered National Association of
Landscape Professionals, agrees.

“A  beautifully decorated entryway
will make a lasting first impression
for your holiday guests and should not
be overlooked as part of your holiday
decorating,” Henriksen says.

Regardless of the climate or region,
festively festooning your home’s front
should be front-and-center priority in
December.

Price Match Guarantee
Senior Citizen Discount
Quantity Discount
HEAP Accepted

Law Enforcement

All major credit cards accepted
Service Contracts Now Available!

(845)255-7888‘“5 =
GASTROpUB DINING  © -

Hudson Valley Perfect! We've got it all, come enjoy our
amazing food- there’s a room here for every mood and a true
Irish welcome at the door in our timelessly elegant 1759 house.

Oh, and the best Guinness in the USA!

spends at least $100 every holiday season
to decorate her home’s portal. “Our guests
love it — they say they feel as if they're
going to a party at the North Pole.”

“Inan attempt to bring a white Christmas
to sunny southern California, we drape
our front porch and bushes with snow-
colored garland and hang icicle lights from
the gutter and windowpanes,” says Megan

Zavala, Burbank, Calif., a homeowner who Continued on page 11 B

SNOW!! <
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Ariens

2 stage 24” Deluxe 254cc $999
2 stage 28” Deluxe SHO 306cc  $1,199
2 stage 28” Pro Hydro 420cc $2,599

Toro
2 stage 8240E X
24" 252cc, compact $799 \

1028 HD OHXE

2 stage

28" 302cc $1,799

All equipment is professionally

assembled, Ready to go!
Delivery services available.

herwoods

POWER EQUIPMENT Inc.

1775 Rt. 300, Newburgh, NY 12550
845-564-0630 www.sherwoodspower.com
M-F 8:30 to 6pm, Sat. 8:30-4pm

‘ Prices and availibility subject to change. Quantities Limited. Taxes extra. Expires December 15, 2017.
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o o e sugar. All you have to do is add the wet ingredients and any extra make it easier to cut or handle later
Ou |Ck COOkle Ideas embellishments to make the mix your own. If mixes are too much on. Spread out the bulk of your bak-
work, purchase refrigerated or frozen cookie dough. Include your ing over two days and you might
own add-ins, such as nuts, white chocolate chips, bits of dried fruit,  feel less taxed.
- Use a cookie mix. Who says you have to toil and make cook- or crumbled candy canes, to give the premade dough a unique
ies from scratch? It's the thought that counts, and any number flavor. - Try a no-bake recipe. Creative
of creative recipes can begin by utilizing a premade baking mix. culinary experts continually reveal o - °
These mixes already have most of the dry cookie ingredients sifted . prepare ahead. Many cookie dough recipes can be made and their clever tricks, and many of A
together, including flour, baking soda, baking powder, salt, and stored for later use. In fact, refrigerating a log of cookie dough can  these include no-bake versions of

favorite desserts. No bake cook- COOKIES

ies come together in a matter of

minutes, but still employ a host of

delicious ingredients. Recipes fre-

quently feature similar ingredients to traditional cookies, but rely
on chocolate, honey or peanut butter as the setting agent to keep
them together. Bakers may also like not having to turn on their
ovens.

}SHW LOCALY
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Inspiring yoga gifts for :

MXY ROSE THEATRE PRESENTS...

3
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b

mind, body & spirit
this Hohday Season

Gift certificates now available mn ( ) @
] )

for class packages, monthly
and yearly memberships ENTHOOZIES the sports, superhero, and pop culture store

10% off your entire in-store order with this ad
expires:12/31/17
3 Cherry Street
Walden, NY
845 926-3457
mo-wc 9-5 th-fr 9-7 ss 12-4 enthoozies.com

D'
DECEMBER 14 17,
Thursday ‘& friday ‘at 7'°°P.-.
Saturday. dt, 2:00 & 7:00pm 3
, Sund?y‘ at :2: OOp,fnj

Thruway A‘OE Hardware
SAME GREAT PEOPLE, NOW ACE!

closeout items throughout

the store as we convert
from True Value to OFFERING HALF &’FUL’L DAY CLASSES
FOR CHILDREN AGES 3-6

Ace Hardware ! BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE available for preschool and

school-age children. Busing available to and from VCSD school.

GREAT THINGS ARE IN STORE! ARr oA s gl | g
m 469 Coldenli:::tl;::dmgz;-567-9548

(1/8 mile off Rt. 17K in Coldenham )

aa 70 Scofield Street 845-778-1362
Email: schooltime95@aol.com
Universal Pre-K provider for the Valley Central School District
Servicing the community for 13 years - Ellen Prager & Cathy Olsen

NYS CORE CURRICULUM NYS Certified Teachers o Small Class sizes Smartboard Tecknology!

wFollow us
—@hvcfa

vl |

R Leammg Center catering *
to the development of

" Come aboard and join our growing
crew and Scheol Time family!
“Best decision | could have ever

made for our-family”
- quote from a parent

Store Hours: Thruway Ace Hardware
Monday—Saturday 8:00 a.m.—8:00 p.m. 78 Oak St., Walden, NY 12586

9:00 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
845-778-6634
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Welcome to the holidays
adding yuletide cheer to your home's entrance

Continued from page 5B

At minimum, devote attention to your
door by hanging a wreath, sign or other
holiday décor there.

“Make sure the colors you choose
complement the door and the other colors
of your home. Look for a wreath or swag
that is not too small or big for the door,”
says Kristen Gasior, chief marketing
officer for Balsam Hill, the Redwood City,
Calif.-based makers of artificial Christmas
trees, who says quality wreaths vary in
price from $70 to over $200.

To amp up the Yuletide spirit further,
spread the garland along with the good
cheer.

“I'm a big fan of sweeping garland on
banisters and railings and over arches and
doors, especially garland with pinecones,
sprigs of holly or ribbons woven in. If
you're looking for the real thing, choose
fresh cedar bough garland where you buy
real Christmas trees,” says Bridges, noting
that the bona fide stuff costs $50 and up for
enough material to drape around a door.

Just south of 1-84, 2040 Rt. 208, Montgomery

Bob Reynolds, Manager (845) 457'5520

24 HOUR TOWING SPECIALIST « IMPORTED
DOMESTIC « ALL REPAIRS PLUS BODY WORK

For maximum effect that resonates from
a distance, electric adornments in the form
of string, net, icicle, dewdrop and projector
lights can add illumination and warmth
to your porch, door and surrounding real
estate.

“Whether you’re going for a multi-
colored Griswold family Christmas
vacation look or something more subdued
and classic, it’s better to invest in higher-
quality LED lights that are more energy
efficient and durable,” Bridges says.
“Try to use lighting clips, which make
installation easy and are designed to work
without damaging your home’s trim. And
remember not to create runs more than
three strings long or to plug in strings of
mismatched strength rated for different
amps, which can be unsafe and short-
circuit your whole display.”

Plan to spend anywhere from $50 to over
$300 for effective holiday lights you hang
yourself.

Also, “plan out what you’d like your
holiday lights display to look like before
you hop on a ladder,” which can save time

Music Together
Mid-Hudson Music Together

Discover the power of
family music-making.
Gardiner - New Paltz - Poughkeepsie
MHMusicTogether.com
(845) 255-6415

Save $10 with code Bells18

Bring in this ad and receive FREE alignment
with 4 tire purchase ($89.95 value)

and prevent accidents, Bridges says.

For festive front door framing, consider
adding a small decorative pre-cut evergreen
tree, like a Frasier fir or Norwegian spruce
in a planter, to each side of your door,
“which sets the mood for your holiday
festivities,” says Henriksen, noting that a
pair can cost upwards of $100.

Additionally, “play up your hibernating
window boxes and planters with extra
flair by filling them with greenery
like amaranthus, magnolia leaves,
juniper, cedar, boxwood and holly and
by incorporating ribbon and bright-
red accents around them,” suggests
Henriksen, who estimates this project to
cost upwards of $50. “You can even borrow
from elements of your own landscaping
greenery.”

If you're on a tight budget, consider a
simple bit of DIY decorating.

“It’s easy to save money on decorations
by making them yourself and by stocking
up on supplies throughout the year,” Zavala
says. “Buy inexpensive red ribbon at a
local store and tie it into bows around your

Ma-

n
railings, posts, wreathes and lampposts.”

Think outside the box, and outside the
ice skating rink, too.

“Consider reviving an old pair of skates
by making them the basis of an outdoor
planter or hanging them from your home’s
light post. Custom décor can provide
warmth and offer visitors a glimpse into
your hobbies and interests,” Henriksen
says.

Be careful not to overdo these merry
matters, however.

“Avoid adding too many elements
to your front entry, which should be
warm and inviting and not cluttered or
claustrophobic,” Gasior advises.

© CTW Features
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Fresh CHRISTMAS TREE Guide

Rt. 17K & 302 P Monat
Bullville Sam7pm 3
located on the corner ¢ N
of Rt. 302 & Rt. 17K -6om 3
361-4014 % MB*
w’eat"s = Pine Bush Wallkill
Fresh Cut Christimas Trees (300)
l.'b'memrv Pieces lingham @) Goa) [
MONTGOMERY FIRE HOUSE @ Jio
CHRISTMAS TREE & WREATH _ *
Bullville A
FUND RAISER 7Y ® &=\ e 7
Nov. 24 - Dec 24 Jx _'_‘f/‘//_{j/ 4 Mont_gomery ) \_
or until sold out i——L\ "@ G . a4
“Eri . Highland hass 84
Moga:r;;::;lp:pm * gl }, Lakes o Stewart G097 Newbur
Sun'. 9am-7pm n' ! ———L State Rark Ez?s)k tate Forest @)
H (7 Maybroo
136 Ward St., Montgomery “We have (19 @
@ =
Come out and support dledll ¢ Douglas Fir Rock Tavern 8
o lJ’O 9 <
your local fire house! \ & FMZZ air v ¥

Fresh Cut Trees

4 to 10 ft tall Balsam, Douglas Fir, Frazier

Come Enjoy a Freshly Cut
Country Christmas CHRISTMAS
on the Farm! ¥55k  TREES

A+ Douglas Fir « Noble Fir

Nov 25 .
Living Christmas Trees  fraser & concolor i

Norway Spruce, Concolor Flr, Blue Spruce s 15
24 andup

PONY RIDES

AND

HORSE DRAWN
WAGON RIDES

Starting Nov. 26th -
Every Sat. & Sun. 11am-3pm 405 Goodwill Road, Montgomery

‘\c/0| Nnsettias

d‘Wh te, Pink & Marbled

WREATHS plain & naturally decorated
ROPING

assorted selection: 3’-10’ 39 a&up

LARGE SELECTION Limited supply of
D ecorate d Wre aths & Roping cut your own trees available

. ) . visitour P mRa s
Nativity Scenes .« Christmas Displays Farm Animals 5% Ot »
& z g | >
CHRISTMAS SHOP e Rendeer 1 BRAC b -
Christmas Crafts ® Wreaths  Baked Goods ® Homemade Chocolate - every day! v y ad)

® Hot Cider & Hot Chocolate ® Tree Stands & Accessories

Family Farm B

. & Candy Cane
730 St. Rt. 211, Montgomery www.manzafamilyfarm.net ; :
Quickway Exit 120E towards Montgomery on left or Rt. 17K to Rt. 211, Montgomery - 4 mi. on right. for Each Child  See SANTA & his ELF

OPEN 7 DAYS M-TH 10-5, F-5U 9-6 + (845) 692-4364 e mT L CIC BEERINE TR

105 DEPOT ST, PINE BUSH ’
OPEN'7 DAYS - 845,744,201 &




